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89th ANNUAL CONVENTION
(November 18-21, 2025)
Final Announcement

As per the First Announcement dated 15 July 2025 the 89th Annual Convention of the Indian Society of
Soil Science will be held at Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Coimbatore-641003, Tamil Nadu during
November 18-21, 2025 (Tuesday to Friday). The tentative programme is as follows:

November 18, 2025 (Tuesday)
0800 – 0930 Registration
1000 – 1130 Inaugural Function
1130 – 1200 Tea
1200 – 1300 42nd Prof. J.N. Mukherjee-ISSS Foundation Lecture

Speaker: Dr. S.P. Datta, Former Director, ICAR-IISS, Bhopal
Topic : Application of principles of soil chemistry in assessing and remediating polluted soils

1300 – 1400 Lunch
1400 – 1600 FAI-sponsored Special Session on ‘Innovative Fertilizer Formulations’
1600 – 1630 Tea
1630 – 1800 National Seminar on “Developments in Soil Science – 2025”

Oral Presentations
Hall 1 – Session I (Nature-friendly Soil Management)
Hall 2 – Session II (Fertilizer Management)
Hall 3 – Session III (Digital Soil Science)
Hall 4 – Session IV (Climate Resilient Soil Management)
Poster Presentations

1800 – 1900 1st Dr. D.K. Das (IARI) Memorial Lecture
Speaker : Dr. Anil Kumar Singh, Former Vice Chancellor, RVSKVV, Gwalior
Topic : Grounded in Science: Unlocking the Power of Soil Physics for Climate-Smart Agriculture

1900– 2000 Cultural Programme
2000 Dinner

November 19, 2025 (Wednesday)
0900 – 1000 51st Dr. R.V. Tamhane Memorial Lecture

Speaker : Dr. N.B. Prakash, Dean (Agri), UAS, GKVK, Bangalore
Topic : The Importance of Plant Available Silicon for Soil Health and Sustainable
             Agriculture

1000 – 1030 Tea
1030 – 1300 Special symposium on “Innovations in Soil Management for Rural Transformation”

Chairperson:  Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao, ICAR-IARI, New Delhi
Speakers:
Dr. A.K. Patra, BCKV, Kalyani
Dr. M. Mohanty, ICAR-IISS, Bhopal
Dr. Debashis Mandal, ICAR-IARI
Dr. Lohit Baishya, IARI Assam 
Dr. D. Selvi, TNAU, Coimbatore
Dr. J.V.N.S. Prasad, ICAR-CRIDA



1300 – 1400 Lunch
1400 – 1530 National Seminar on “Developments in Soil Science – 2025”

Oral Presentations
Hall 1 – Session I (Nature-friendly Soil Management)
Hall 2 – Session II (Fertilizer Management)
Hall 3 – Session III (Digital Soil Science)
Hall 4 – Session IV (Climate Resilient Soil Management)

1530 – 1630 Poster Presentation
1630 – 1700 Tea
1700 – 1800 1st Dr. D.K. Das (BCKV) Memorial Lecture

Speaker : Prof. Biswapati Mandal, Former Professor (Soil Science) & Pro-Vice Chancellor,
BCKV, Kalyani
Topic : Soil, soil research and soil scientists of India- a practitioner’s view

1800 – 2000 89th Annual General Body Meeting of the Indian Society of Soil Science
2000 Dinner

November 20, 2025 (Thursday)
0900 – 1100 ISSS Best Doctoral Research Presentation Award Contest (Final Round)
1100– 1130 Tea
1130– 1330 National Seminar on “Developments in Soil Science–2025”

Oral Presentations
Hall 1 – Session I (Nature-friendly Soil Management)
Hall 2 – Session II (Fertilizer Management)
Hall 3 – Session III (Digital Soil Science)
Hall 4 – Session IV (Climate Resilient Soil Management)

1330– 1430 Lunch
1430– 1530 Poster Presentations
1530– 1700 Concluding Session
1700– 1730 Tea
2000 Dinner

November 21, 2025 (Friday) Field Trip

NATIONAL SEMINAR

Oral Presentations: For oral, power point presentation of papers a maximum of 8 minutes will be
allowed. Participants are advised to contact in advance the person-in-charge of projection for copying
the files onto computer hard-disk in the hall where the paper is to be presented.
Poster Presentations: Posters may be prepared with the size of 100 cm × 90 cm. Letter size of
posters should be bold and large enough so that one can read the poster contents comfortably from a
distance of 2 m.

Registration Fee: Registration fee of Rs. 5000 (Rs. 2500 in case of student) is to be paid in advance by
each delegate to the Secretary, Indian Society of Soil Science, Ist Floor, National Societies Block,
National Agricultural Science Centre Complex, Dev Prakash Shastri Marg, Pusa, New Delhi - 110012
on or before 10 November 2025 through online at https://isss-india.org/payment.aspx. Also quote the Abstract
number in all correspondence.

Subsequently the registration fee will be accepted only in cash at the venue of Convention on 17 November
2025 onwards. Outstation cheque will not be accepted. Registration fee once paid shall neither be
refunded nor transferred to any other purpose or person.



Accommodation

Limited numbers of the rooms are available in the Guest Houses at Tamil Nadu Agricultural University and
nearby Institutes. The booking will be made on first come and first serve basis. Hence, most of the delegates will
be accommodated in the hotels nearby. Their accommodation has to be made at least two months prior to the
commencement of the event to avoid the increase in negotiated tariff. The nearby hotels at Saibaba Colony and
Gandhipuram, Coimbatore have following rates:

S. Name and address of the Hotel Room            Single         Double
No. type Non AC AC Non AC AC

    Tariff including GST
1 Hotel Aswini, Ramnagar, Near Gandhipuram, Standard 850  1100  -

Coimbatore Deluxe  -  - 1350 1800
Ph: 0422-2233405 / 2235454
Email: aswinihotels@gmail.com

2 KK Residency, Ramnagar, Near Gandhipuram, Deluxe 1300 1600 1500 1900
Coimbatore, Mob: 9894445530/8760099099
Email: hotelkkresidency@gmail.com

3 Hotel Blue Star, Ramnagar, Near Gandhipuram, Deluxe 1120 2016 1680 2800
Coimbatore, Ph: 0422-2230635 to 9; 9159057776
Email: hotelbstar@gmail.com

4 Hotel ESS Paradise, Ramnagar, Near Gandhipuram, Standard 1200 1600 1200 1800
Coimbatore Deluxe  - 1700 - 1900
Mob: 9159057776; Email: hotelessparadise@gmail.com

5 MK Hotel Four Season, Ramnagar, Near Gandhipuram, Classic  - 1680  - 2240
Coimbatore Deluxe  - 2240 - 2800
Mob: 9894302198; https://mkhotelfourseason.com

6 Hotel ESS Grande, Ramnagar, Near Gandhipuram, Standard  - 2200 - 2500
Coimbatore Deluxe  - 2600 - 2800
Mob: 9159047773; Email: hessgrande@gmail.com

7 Sri Aswini Deluxe, Ramnagar, Near Gandhipuram, Deluxe 1850 2600 2100 2600
Coimbatore
Ph: 2238772 to76; Email: aswinihotels@gmail.com

8 Hotel City Tower (Vetri Tower), Ramnagar, Coimbatore Deluxe 1500 2000 2000 2500
Mob: 9487547999; Email: info@hotelcitytower.com

9 Hotel Fortune, Ram Nagar, Coimbatore Executive  - 2016  - 2464
Mob: 9443449999/ 9042499997 Deluxe  2240 - 2688
Email: md@hotelsthefortune.com

10 Ananyas Nest, Saibaba Colony, Coimbatore Compact  - 2217  - 3225
Mob: 9486134000; Email:reservation@ananyasnest.com Comfort  - 3023  - 3628

11 Vijay Paradise, Saibaba Colony, Coimbatore Deluxe - 2500 - 3000
Mob: 9047007310; Email: vijaiparadise@gmail.com

Regarding Accommodation, please contact:
Dr. K.M. Sellamuthu, Professor, SS&AC
Mobile: 9442006504 / 8778497825
Email: kmsellamuthu@tnau.ac.in

OR
Dr. S. Suganya, Associate Professor, SS&AC & Treasurer, Coimbatore Chapter of ISSS
Mobile: 9442319028
Email: suganssac2010@tnau.ac.in

No payment towards Accommodation Charges will be accepted at the Society's Office.



Transport Facility

Airport is located about 16 km away from TNAU, Coimbatore and Coimbatore Railway Junction is located about
5 km away from TNAU. Transport facilities will be arranged in groups based on the request and itinerary, on the
previous day of the Convention i.e. 17.11.2025.

Regarding transport facility, please contact:
Dr. R. Jagadeeswaran, Professor, SS&AC
Mobile: 97900 33933
Email: jagawaran@tnau.ac.in

OR
Dr. K. Sivakumar, Associate Professor, SS&AC
Mobile: 94864 32438
Email: sivak1974@yahoo.co.in

Contact Persons

1. Organizing Secretary
Dr. Mrs. D. Selvi
Professor and Head, SSAC & President, Coimbatore Chapter of ISSS
Mobile: 99947 18502
Email: selvi.d@tnau.ac.in

2. Co-organizing Secretary
Dr. S. Maragatham
Professor (SS&AC) & Secretary, Coimbatore Chapter of ISSS
Mobile: 98432 14101
Email: maragatham.s@tnau.ac.in

New Delhi (Ranjan Bhattacharyya)
Dated 31 October 2025 Secretary, ISSS



88th Annual General Body Meeting Notice

Date: 19 November 2025 (Wednesday) Time:  6:00 PM

Venue: Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Coimbatore

AGENDA

1. Confirmation of the proceedings of the 88th Annual General Body Meeting held on 20 November 2024 at
New Delhi.

2. Presentation and adoption of the Annual Report of the Society for 2024-2025.
3. Presentation and adoption of the audited statement of accounts for the year ended 31st March, 2025.
4. Presentation and adoption of the budget estimates for 2026-2027.
5. To consider and adopt, if approved with or without modification, the following amendments of the Rules and

Regulations of ISSS in the matter of increasing the existing ceiling of the Honorary Members and the fellows;
life member; institution of two new awards and institution of two new memorial lectures

• Existing: 11.1.1. Honorary membership is the highest honour bestowed by the ISSS. The Honorary
Membership shall be conferred by the Council on an individual in recognition of his/ her outstanding
contributions related to the objectives of ISSS, irrespective of his/her membership of the ISSS and his/her
nationality. The total number of Honorary Members shall be limited to 30 at any time and not more than two
shall be honoured in a year. On conferment, they shall be exempted from payment of membership subscription,
but shall continue to enjoy the privileges of Members (Art. 3.4.2 and 3.4.3). The conferment of the Honorary
Membership shall be in the form of a citation at the Annual Convention.
Amended: 11.1.1. Honorary membership is the highest honour bestowed by the ISSS. The Honorary
Membership shall be conferred by the Council on an individual in recognition of his/ her outstanding
contributions related to the objectives of ISSS, irrespective of his/her membership of the ISSS and his/her
nationality. The total number of Honorary Members shall be limited to 40 at any time and not more than two
shall be honoured in a year. On conferment, they shall be exempted from payment of membership subscription,
but shall continue to enjoy the privileges of Members (Art. 3.4.2 and 3.4.3). The conferment of the Honorary
Membership shall be in the form of a citation at the Annual Convention.

• Existing: 11.3.1.The ISSS shall have Fellows from amongst the sustaining active Members and Life Members
in recognition of their professional outstanding contributions and service to the ISSS. Total number of Fellows
shall not at any time exceed 125 and the number of persons bestowed with Fellowship each year shall not
exceed four.
Amended: 11.3.1. The ISSS shall have Fellows from amongst the sustaining active Members and Life
Members in recognition of their professional outstanding contributions and service to the ISSS. Total number
of Fellows shall not at any time exceed 150 and the number of persons bestowed with Fellowship each year
shall not exceed four.

• Existing:  3.3.1 A Member shall be entitled to become, at any time of a year, a Life Member on payment of a
compounded sum equal to 25 times the annual Membership subscription at the rate prevailing at that time, if
the person is 45 years or less in age at the time of seeking a conversion of his/her membership to Life
Membership, while Members more than 45 years of age shall be required to pay 15 times the annual
Membership for the same purpose. Life membership subscription can be paid over a period of two years in
not more than four equated installments. A life Member shall enjoy all the privileges of a Member as laid down
in Article 3.4.3.
Amended: 3.3.1 A Member shall be entitled to become, at any time of a year, a Life Member on payment of
Rs. 20,000/- (Rupees twenty thousand only) if the person is 45 years or less in age at the time of seeking a
conversion of his/her Membership to Life Membership, while Members more than 45 years of age shall be
required to pay Rs. 15,000/- (Rupees fifteen thousand only) for the same purpose. Life membership subscription
can be paid over a period of two years in not more than four equated installments. A life Member shall enjoy
all the privileges of a Member as laid down in Article 3.4.3.



“11.4 Global Soils Conference Commemoration Award
11.4.1. The award, instituted in commemoration of the Global Soils Conference organized by the ISSS in
November 2024, shall be awarded annually to a member of the ISSS, irrespective of age, in recognition of
his/ her outstanding contributions in Soil Science. Each applicant shall give evidence of creating a school of
research, providing leadership and/ or making independent outstanding contribution in any branch of Soil
Science. The Honorary Members, Platinum Jubilee Commemoration Awardee and Fellows shall not be
eligible for the consideration of this award.
11.4.2. On notification by the ISSS, the member shall apply in the prescribed proforma for the award, stating
his/ her field of specialization, supported by a concise account of accomplishments (not more than 500
words), list of publications, and reprints of papers. Any other material in support of the candidature may also
be submitted.
11.4.3. The applications shall be evaluated by a Judging Committee, appointed by the Council, comprising
five members, including the Chairperson. In addition Secretary of ISSS shall be the Member-Secretary of
this Committee. The recommendations of the Judging Committee shall be considered by the Council who
shall decide the name of the award winner.
11.4.4. The awardee shall be honoured with a gold plated medal and citation at the Annual Convention.

“11.8 ISSS-Women Scientist Award for Excellence in Soil Science
11.8.1. The award instituted for women scientists shall be awarded annually to a member of the ISSS for her
outstanding contributions in research excellence in the field of soil science. The candidate shall be a current
member of ISSS and the membership shall be at least five years in continuation. Work carried out only
during the last ten years shall be considered for the award.
11.8.2. On notification by the ISSS, an individual shall apply in the prescribed proforma for the award, giving
a concise account (not more than 500 words) of the work supported by the best five original research papers
published in not less than three different peer-review journals of repute, and also a brief description  of a)
products developed and patent(s) granted/ commercialized, and  b) viable technologies developed in India
or any other well-recognized international organization based in India.
11.8.3. The applications shall be evaluated by a Judging Committee, appointed by the Council, comprising
five members, including the Chairperson and one woman member. In addition Secretary of ISSS shall be the
Member-Secretary of this Committee. The recommendations of the Judging Committee shall be considered
by the Council who shall decide the name of the award winner.
11.8.4. The awardee shall be honoured with a gold plated medal and citation at the Annual Convention.
Subsequently existing 11.4 will become 11.5, 11.8 will become 11.10 and —————— 11.13 will be 11.15
with insertion of the above para.

"12.16. Dr. Niranjan Panda Memorial Lecture
12.16.1. This lecture instituted in 2025 out of a donation received from the Bhubaneswar Chapter,

will also be arranged by a Chapter of ISSS in the same manner as described for Dr. S.P. Raychaudhuri
Memorial Lecture above. To meet all the expenses a token amount as fixed by the Council will be given
by the ISSS to the Organizing Chapter."

"12.17. Dr. Gyanendra Nath Mitra Memorial Lecture
12.17.1. This lecture instituted in 2025 out of a donation received from the Bhubaneswar Chapter,

will also be arranged by a Chapter of ISSS in the same manner as described for Dr. S.P. Raychaudhuri
Memorial Lecture above. To meet all the expenses a token amount as fixed by the Council will be given
by the ISSS to the Organizing Chapter."
To change the existing paragraph number  "12.16" as "12.18" in view of the insertion of the above para.

6. To consider and adopt, if approved with or without modification, regarding contesting any election or apply-
ing for the awards of the ISSS, he/she should be a sustaining member (not in arrears of subscription) or life
member for at least 5 consecutive years except Fellowship, ISSS-Best Doctoral Research Presentation
Award and ISSS Zonal Award.



7. To consider and adopt, if approved with or without modification, the voting of office bearers should be done
in electronic mode from the next year.

8. Election of Office Bearers and Councillors in the Council of the Society to the offices falling vacant during
2026 and 2027.

9. Any other matter with the permission of the Chair (Members of ISSS desirous of raising any point under this
item are required to send the same in writing to the Secretary on or before 11 November 2025).

10. Presidential address.

11. Vote of thanks.

New Delhi (Ranjan Bhattacharyya)
Dated: 18 October 2025 Secretary



Indian Society of Soil Science
National Societies Block, National Agricultural Science Centre Complex,

Dev Prakash Shastri Marg,  Pusa,  New Delhi -110012

Proceedings of the 88th Annual General Body Meeting of the Indian Society of Soil Science (ISSS) held on
20 November, 2024 at NASC Complex, New Delhi
Dr. Himanshu Pathak, President ISSS, chaired the meeting attended by 113 members of the Society. Dr. Pathak
extended a formal welcome to the Members. He informed the house that Dr. R.C. Hasija, Dr. D.V.S. Ruhal, Dr.
(Mrs.) Geetanjali Ghosh, Dr. Dilip Kumar Das, Dr. S.S. Khanna, Dr. R. Krishnasamy, Dr. A.I. Jose and Dr. Navneet Pareek
had left for their heavenly abode after the last general body meeting of the Society held on 4 October 2023. After
obituary references, one minute silence was observed as a mark of respect to the departed souls.

Subsequently the agenda items as circulated earlier were taken up for consideration.

1. Confirmation of the proceedings of the 87th Annual General Body Meeting held on 04 October 2023
at Bhopal.
The Secretary, ISSS briefly highlighted the salient features of the proceedings of the 87th Annual General
Body Meeting already circulated among the members and the actions taken thereon. After deliberations, the
proceedings were confirmed.

2. Presentation and adoption of the Annual Report of the Society for 2023-2024.
The Annual Report of the Society for the year 2023-2024, as approved by the Council in its meeting held on
19 October 2024 and circulated among the members, was presented by the Secretary of the ISSS. Dr.
Himanshu Pathak, President asked for suggestions from the members. The Annual Report as presented by
the Secretary was adopted without any modifications.

3. Presentation and adoption of the audited statement of accounts for the year ended 31st March, 2024.
The audited statement of accounts of the Society for the year ended 31st March 2024 was presented by Dr.
B.B. Basak, Treasurer, ISSS. After a brief discussion the audited statement was adopted.

4. Presentation and adoption of the budget estimates for 2025-2026.
Dr. Basak presented the budget estimates for 2025-2026 which had been drawn and approved earlier by the
Council. With this brief discussion, the budget estimates were adopted by the house without any modifications.

5. To consider and adopt, if approved with or without modification, the following amendments of the Rules and
Regulations of ISSS in the matter of institution of a memorial lecture and others. The two new paragraph
proposed for inclusion and one change in paragraph numbering are as under:

"12.14. Dr. D.K. Das (IARI) Memorial Lecture

12.14.1. This lecture instituted in 2024 out of a donation received from the family of Late Dr. D.K.
Das, will also be arranged by a Chapter of ISSS in the same manner as described for Dr. S.P.
Raychaudhuri Memorial Lecture above. To meet all the expenses a token amount as fixed by the
Council will be given by the ISSS to the Organizing Chapter."

"12.15. Dr. D.K. Das (BCKV) Memorial Lecture

12.15.1. This lecture instituted in 2024 out of a donation received from the family of Late Dr. D.K.
Das, will also be arranged by a Chapter of ISSS in the same manner as described for Dr. S.P.
Raychaudhuri Memorial Lecture above. To meet all the expenses a token amount as fixed by the
Council will be given by the ISSS to the Organizing Chapter."

To change the existing paragraph number  "12.13" as "12.16" in view of the insertion of the above para.

With the brief discussion, these were adopted by the house without any modifications.



6. Election of Office Bearers and Councillors in the Council of the Society to the offices falling vacant
during 2025 and 2026.
The Secretary informed the house that following the procedure enshrined in the Rules and Regulations,
Council in its meeting held on 19 October 2024 had elected the following Office-bearers and recommended
the same to the Annual General Body Meeting:
Vice President : Dr. V.K. Kharche
Assistant Secretary : Dr. Shrila Das
Treasurer : Dr. B.B. Basak

The Secretary informed that electronic ballots for electing 10 Councillors were counted by a team led by Dr.
A.K. Patra as Chairperson and Dr. Devraj, Dr. M.C. Kasture, Dr. K.M. Sellamuthu and Dr. Suchhanda Mandal.
The ten Councillors elected for the years 2025 and 2026 were: Dr. P. Kannan, Dr. Anshuman Kohli, Dr. Asit
Mandal, Dr. Aakash Mishra, Dr. V.S. Patil, Dr. A. Sathish, Dr. Amita Sharma, Dr. S. Harish Kumar Sharma, Dr. Ch.
Sreenivas, Dr. Parmod Kumar Yadav.

The house approved the results and congratulated all the members elected to the Council.

9. Any other matter with the permission of the Chair (Members of ISSS desirous of raising any point
under this item are required to send the same in writing to the Secretary on or before 10 November
2024).

Nil

10. Presidential Address
Dr. Himanshu Pathak, President ISSS delived the presidential address. 

11. Vote of thanks
The meeting came to a close with a vote of thanks by Dr. Manoj Shrivastava, Joint Secretary, ISSS.

(Ranjan Bhattacharyya)
Secretary, ISSS



Indian Society of Soil Science
Ist Floor, National Societies Block

National Agricultural Science Centre Complex
Dev Prakash Sastri Marg, Pusa, New Delhi -110 012

ANNUAL REPORT 2024-25
This report includes the salient features of the different activities of the Society during November 2024 –
September 2025 and is being presented by the Council at the 89th Annual General Body Meeting on 19th

November, 2025.
COUNCIL (NOVEMBER–DECEMBER 2024)

President: Dr Himanshu Pathak; Vice-Presidents: Dr P.P. Mahendran and Dr A.K. Biswas; Secretary: Dr
Ranjan Bhattacharyya; Joint Secretary: Dr Manoj Shrivastava; Assistant Secretary: Dr (Mrs.) Shrila Das;
Treasurer: Dr B.B. Basak
Members: Dr I.P. Abrol, Dr N.N. Goswami, Dr G. Dev, Dr M. Velayutham, Dr G. Narayanasamy, Dr J.S.
Samra, Dr J.C. Katyal, Dr A.K. Singh, Dr B.P. Singh, Dr R.K. Rattan, Dr Jagdish Prasad, Dr S.K. Chaudhari,
Dr A.K. Patra and Dr D.R. Biswas (Past Presidents; Ex-officio)
Dr (Mrs.) Shrila Das, Dr Somasundaram Jayaraman, Dr Manish C. Kasture, Dr Ramawatar Meena, Dr
M.V.S. Naidu, Dr K.C. Patel, Dr Ram Prakash, Dr P. Raja, Dr (Mrs.) T.R. Rupa, Dr Mahendra Singh, Dr
D.R. Chaudhary, Dr Dinesh, Dr R.N. Khandare, Dr (Mrs.) Sangeeta Lenka, Dr (Mrs.) Pragati P. Maity, Dr
(Mrs.) Suchhanda Mondal, Dr Satendra Kumar, Dr K.M. Sellamuthu, Dr G.P.S. Sodhi, Dr R. Srinivasan

Chief Editor: Dr. S.K. Chaudhari
COUNCIL (JANUARY 2025–contd.)

President: Dr Himanshu Pathak; Vice-Presidents: Dr A.K. Biswas and Dr V.K. Kharche; Secretary: Dr
Ranjan Bhattacharyya; Joint Secretary: Dr Manoj Shrivastava; Assistant Secretary: Dr (Mrs.) Shrila Das;
Treasurer: Dr B.B. Basak
Members: Dr I.P. Abrol, Dr N.N. Goswami, Dr G. Dev, Dr M. Velayutham, Dr G. Narayanasamy, Dr J.S.
Samra, Dr J.C. Katyal, Dr A.K. Singh, Dr B.P. Singh, Dr R.K. Rattan, Dr Jagdish Prasad, Dr S.K. Chaudhari,
Dr A.K. Patra and Dr D.R. Biswas (Past Presidents; Ex-officio)
Dr D.R. Chaudhary, Dr Dinesh, Dr R.N. Khandare, Dr (Mrs.) Sangeeta Lenka, Dr (Mrs.) Pragati P. Maity, Dr
(Mrs.) Suchhanda Mondal, Dr Satendra Kumar, Dr K.M. Sellamuthu, Dr G.P.S. Sodhi, Dr R. Srinivasan, Dr
P. Kannan, Dr Anshuman Kohli, Dr Asit Mandal, Dr Aakash Mishra, Dr V.S. Patil, Dr A. Sathish, Dr Amita
Sharma, Dr S. Harish Kumar Sharma, Dr Ch. Sreenivas, Dr Parmod Kumar Yadav

Chief Editor: Dr. S.K. Chaudhari
EDITORIAL BOARD (2025)

Chief Editor: Dr. S.K. Chaudhari
Editors: Dr Nirmalendu Basak, Dr Debarati Bhaduri, Dr Dibyendu Chatterjee, Dr P. Kannan, Dr M.C.

Kasture, Dr V.K. Kharche, Dr M. Lalitha, Dr Gopal R. Mahajan, Dr P.P. Mahendran, Dr Mahesh
Kumar, Dr (Mrs.) Pragati P. Maity, Dr S.R. Mohanty, Dr R.K. Nayak, Dr V.P. Ramani, Dr T.R.
Rupa, Dr Asha Sahu, Dr Harish K. Sharma, Dr J. Somasundaram, Dr Ranjan Bhattacharyya (Ex-
officio) and Dr Manoj Shrivastava (Ex-officio)

International Consulting Editors: Dr. Balu Bumb, Dr. Eric T. Craswell, Dr. Rattan Lal and Dr. Prabhakar Tamboli
MEMBERSHIP AND SUBSCRIBERS

The membership position at close of the year 2024 was as follows:
Honorary Members 25; Life Members 815; Members 1071; Student Members 616; Donor Members 14; and
the total being 2541.



As on 13th October, 2025 the position is:
Honorary Members 24; Life Members 822; Members 1055; Student Members 645; Donor Members 14; and
the total being 2560.
Subscription for the Journal
During 2024: Indian 38, and Complimentary 11; total = 49
As on 13th October, 2025: Indian 40, and Complimentary 11; total = 51

GLOBAL SOILS CONFERENCE 2024
The Global Soils Conference 2024 on “Caring Soils Beyond Food Security: Climate Change Mitigation
& Ecosystem Services” was organized by the Indian Society of Soil Science (ISSS) under the aegis of the
International Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS), Italy in collaboration with the Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR), New Delhi and the National Academy of Agricultural Sciences (NAAS), New Delhi at the
National Agricultural Science Centre (NASC) Complex during 19-22 November 2024. A brief report on the
Conference is presented hereunder.
Inaugural Session
The inaugural session was held on 19 November 2024 at the Bharat Ratna C. Subramaniam Auditorium,
NASC Complex, Pusa, New Delhi. Dr. S.K. Chaudhari, Chairman, Organizing Committee and Deputy
Director General (NRM), ICAR, New Delhi welcomed the dignitaries and delegates and gave a brief intro-
duction about the Global Soils Conference 2024. Dr. Himanshu Pathak, Secretary, DARE and Director
General, ICAR, New Delhi, and the President, ISSS also extended a warm welcome to the dignitaries and
delegates. He called for greater stakeholder involvement, public awareness, and inclusive policies to make
soil the foundation of sustainable development.  Dr Trilochan Mohapatra spoke on importance of soil. He
expressed the concern of increasing human population, animal population, and degradation of soil quality.
Prof.  Ramesh Chand emphasized the importance of adopting innovative research and collaborative poli-
cies to restore soil quality and ensure sustainable productivity for future generations. The chief guest, Shri
Shivraj Singh Chouhan ji in his address highlighted the critical state of soil health in India. He stated that
excessive use of chemical fertilizers, unchecked exploitation of natural resources, and unpredictable weather
patterns have created a severe soil health crisis. Studies indicate that 30 percent of the country’s soil has
deteriorated, with a significant loss of organic carbon, reducing its fertility.  Guest of Honours presented the
Honorary Memberships, Fellowships and various Awards of the ISSS for 2024. A set of publications viz.
Souvenir, Abstract’s book, Special issues of Journal of the Indian Society of Soil Science, Indian Journal of
Agronomy, Indian Journal of Fertilisers, Indian Journal of Soil Conservation, Indian Journal of Agroforestry,
Journal of Soil Salinity and Water Quality, Journal of Agricultural Physics brought out on the occasion and
were released during the inaugural ceremony. Past Presidents of the ISSS were also felicitated on the
occasion of Conference. Inaugural function formally came to a close with a vote of thanks by Dr. Ranjan
Bhattacharyya, Organizing Secretary.
The 41st Prof. J.N. Mukherjee - ISSS Foundation Lecture
The 41st Prof. J.N. Mukherjee – ISSS Foundation Lecture was delivered by Dr. D.R. Biswas, Emeritus
Scientist, ICAR-IARI, New Delhi. He delivered the lecture on the topic “Revitalizing soil phosphorus fertility:
The transformative potential”. Prof. R.B. Singh, Padma Bhushan chaired the session.
The 50th Dr R.V. Tamhane Memorial Lecture
The 50thDr R.V. Tamhane Memorial Lecture was delivered on 20 November 2024 by Dr K.S. Reddy,
Director, ICAR-NIASM, Baramati on the topic “Managing edaphic stress interactions for sustainable agricul-
ture under changing climate”. Dr Trilochan Mohapatra, Chairperson, Protection of Plant Varieties and
Farmers Rights Authority, Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India, chaired the session.
Concurrent sessions
In the concurrent sessions, there were 17 lead lectures and 107 plenary lectures delivered in different
sessions in the Conference. About 397 posters were presented by the delegates. Side events were also
organized by the Indian Association of Soil and Water Conservationists, Dehradun; International Rice
Research Institute (IRRI) and International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT)
during the Conference.



Out of the poster presentations spread over three sessions, following were selected for the Best Poster
Presentation Awards:
1. Land Resource Inventory for Sustainable Land Use Planning for Cold Arid Region of Leh – Ladakh – A

case study - JAYA N. SURYA, VIKAS JOON, RAJNEESH KUMAR, R.P. YADAV, N.G. PATIL
2. Colorimetric sensing of organophosphorus pesticides using peroxidase mimic nitrogen doped biochar

nanoflakes from spent mushroom substrate - ASHMITA DAS, RAMAGOPAL V S UPPALURI, SUDIP
MITRA

3. Soil health improvement potential of conservation agriculture under legume-cereal rotation - PRIYANKA
SAHA, T K DAS, RISHI RAJ, M C MEENA, SUMAN SEN, ARKAPRAVA ROY, ALEKHYA GUNTURI,
TARUN SHARMA, PRIYANKA SAHA

4. Impact of Parthenium-Cowdung based manures on soil fertility and organic carbon pools under BN
hybrid + (Cowpea-Berseem) cropping system in a semi-arid of central India - MUKESH CHOUDHARY,
M.M. DAS, R SRINIVASAN, MANOJ CHAUDHARY

5. Development of soil health cards and decision support system (DSS) for online assessment of soil
health under different agro-ecological regions of India - SUNANDA BISWAS, PRIYA SINGH, SALONI
TRIPATHY, BIKRAMJIT MANDAL, RIAJ RAHAMAN, KALYANI PATIL, SUMAN SURENDRA

6. Release of potassium and sulphur from polyhalites under different soils of India - SHRILA DAS, MANISH
KUMAR MANISH KUMAR, M.C. MEENA, PRASENJIT RAY, RAJIV KUMAR SINGH

7. Nutrient Film Technique: A viable option to raise leafy vegetables using brackish water - AARISH
DOOMRA, OP CHOUDHARY, RAKESH SHARDA, MS MAVI

8. Redefining the soil pre-processing in mid-infrared spectroscopy to enhance the multivariate calibration
and expedite the prediction of soil physicochemical properties - DEBABRATA NATH, PANNEERSELVAM
PERAMAIYAN, VIRENDER KUMAR, SUDHANSHU SINGH

9. Modelling dynamics of soil organic carbon in response to climate change in different Agroecosystems of
India - NISHANT SINHA, MONORANJAN MOHANTY, PRAMOD JHA, DHIRAJ KUMAR, JITENDRA
KUMAR, RAHUL MISHRA, R. H. WANJARI, PRABHAT TRIPATHI, NARENDRA LENKA, RANJEET
SINGH CHAUDHARY

10. Impact of biotic and abiotic stresses on land degradation in cold arid region - MAHENDRA
RAGHUWANSHI, HRITICK BISWAS, RAVINDRA NAITAM, NIRMAL KUMAR, ABHAY SHIRALE,
PRAVASH MOHARANA, RANJAY SINGH

11. Rehabilitation of degraded lands through Silvo-aromatic system: A nature positive solution - DINESH
JINGER, D. DINESH, GAURAV SINGH, NANDHA KUMAR N, M.J. KALEDHONKAR

12. Harnessing Exopolysaccharide Producing Bacteria for Alleviating Sodic Stress in Rice: Insights from
Bacterial Diversity and Sodium Adsorption Studies - YAZHINI G, THIYAGESHWARI SUBRAMANIAM,
SELVI DURAISAMY, SURYA TEJA VARANASI, CHITRA L, MANIKANDAN A, ANANDHAM R

13. Hydropedology: Concept and Application in KRP Dam catchment of Tamil Nadu - SRINIVASAN
RAMASAMY

14. Innovative Soil Science Education through Card Games: Engaging 5th Graders in Soil Health Aware-
ness and Agricultural Careers - KRUSHA SHAH, ISHA POPAT, PARVATHI JR

15. Fallout Radionuclides (FRNs) -137Cs in Quantifying Soil Erosion Rate of various Land Use / Land Cover
Types in the North- West Himalayan Region - SURESH KUMAR, ANU DAVID RAJ, JUSTIN GEORGE
K., M. SANKAR

Industry Meet Session
An Industry meet session was organized under the Chairmanship of Dr S.K. Chaudhari, DDG (NRM), ICAR.
The speakers in this session were: Dr Yogendra Kumar/Dr Tarunendu Singh, IFFCO, New Delhi; Dr
Soumitra Das, International Zinc Association, New Delhi; Dr Shashikant N. Bhende, Mosaic India Pvt. Ltd.,
Gurugram; Mr. Sanjiv Kanwar, Yara Fertiliser, Gurugram; and Mr. Siddhartha Doshi, Ray Nano Science &
Research Centre.



Chapter Activities
Following an encouraging response during the previous years, Chapters of ISSS were invited to display
their activities of the preceding one year in the form of posters. These posters remained on display during
19-21 November 2024 with one of the Chapter representatives available for discussion for a limited time
fixed each day. The Chapters participating in this programme were: Anand, Annamalainagar, Bhopal, Delhi
and Rahuri. Poster presentations were informative, interesting and well laid-out. Visitors appreciated the
efforts of the Chapters.
Cultural Programme
Cultural programme, performed by the great music, was marvelous in this technically-rich convention on the
evening of 19 November 2024. All the delegates enjoyed and appreciated this programme.
Valedictory Session
The valedictory session was held on 21stNovember 2024 with Dr Himanshu Pathak, President of the ISSS
as the chair and Dr S.K. Chaudhari, DDG (NRM), ICAR and Chairman, Global Soils Conference 2024 as
the co-chair. In-depth review of all the special and technical sessions including side events was made.
Members were requested to offer their comments on the several activities carried out during the preceding
three days. Members made many useful suggestions. Dr Rahul Mishra was awarded the ISSS Best Doc-
toral Research Presentation Award for the year 2024, while the other contestants, namely, Dr Sandeep
Bedwal and Dr Pallavi T. were given Commendation Certificates. Mr. Uddipta Narayan Hazra, Ms. Nutan
Suhas Shinde, Ms. Aashin Sharma and Mr. Tarun Kshatriya T were awarded the Zonal Awards from East
Zone, West Zone, North Zone and South Zone, respectively. Dr Himanshu Pathak and Dr S.K. Chaudhari
presented the ISSS Best Doctoral Research Presentation Award and the Commendation Certificates and
Zonal Awards. Dr Ranjan Bhattacharyya presented the formal vote of thanks. The President declare the
end of the Conference.

BUSINESS MEETINGS
88th Annual General Body Meeting
The 88th Annual General Body Meeting of the ISSS was held on 20th November 2024. Dr Himanshu Pathak,
President of the ISSS, chaired the meeting that was attended by 113 members of the Society. The business
of the meeting as per the listed agenda, was transacted. The proceedings of the 87th Annual General Body
Meeting held on 4th October, 2023 at Bhopal were considered and confirmed by the house. Dr Ranjan
Bhattacharyya, Secretary presented the Annual Report of the Society for the period November 2022 –
September 2023; it was adopted by the house. The audited statement of the accounts for the year ended
31st March 2024 and budget estimates for 2025-2026 were presented by Dr B.B. Basak, Secretary. These
were adopted by the house after some discussion and clarifications. The results of election for filling the
offices falling vacant for 2025 and 2026 were announced; Dr V.K. Kharche, Dr Panjabrao Deshmukh Krishi
Vidyapeeth, Akola was elected as the Vice President; Dr Shrila Das, ICAR-IARI, New Delhi and Dr B.B.
Basak, ICAR-IARI, New Delhi were elected as the Assistant Secretary and Treasurer, respectively. The 10
Councillors, declared elected are: Dr P. Kannan, Dr Anshuman Kohli, Dr Asit Mandal, Dr Aakash Mishra, Dr
V.S. Patil, Dr A. Sathish, Dr Amita Sharma, Dr S. Harish Kumar Sharma, Dr Ch. Sreenivas, Dr Parmod
Kumar Yadav. The members elected were felicitated in the Annual General Body meeting. Dr Himanshu
Pathak delivered the Presidential address. The meeting came to a close with a vote of thanks by Dr Manoj
Shrivastava, Joint Secretary, ISSS.
Council Meetings
The Council met three times in 2025, on 29 March, 6 June, and 18 October to transact the business of the
Society. All the meetings were chaired by Dr Himanshu Pathak, President. Members of the Council at-
tended these meetings in large numbers and contributed substantially to the proceedings of these meet-
ings.

FINANCE
The financial position of the Society continues to be satisfactory. The ICAR sanctioned Rs. 2,00,000/- as
grant-in-aid during 2024-2025 for the publication of the Journal of the Society and Rs. 20,00,000/- for
organizing the Global Soils Conference in New Delhi. The audited statement of accounts for the year ended
31st March, 2025; and the budget estimates for the year 2026-2027 drawn by the Council are being placed
for approval at the 89th Annual General Body Meeting.



PUBLICATIONS
Journal: The third (September 2024) and fourth issue (December 2024) of the Journal of the Indian Society
of Soil Science, Vol. 72 was brought out. Volume 72 for the year 2024 covered 492 pages. So far June
2025 issue of the Journal (Vol. 73 for 2025) has been brought out and it run into 252 pages.

EDITORIAL BOARD REPORT
Editorial Board continued a comprehensive analysis of publications in the JISSS vis-a-vis leading journals
in the world. For improving the visibility of its Journal and enhancing the quality of the papers published in
the JISSS, it was decided that the editor may scrutinize the manuscript carefully before assigning to a
reviewer. Editors may give complete comments at one time only, no fresh comments at second time.

LINKS WITH THE INTERNATIONAL UNION OF SOIL SCIENCES
The Indian Society of Soil Science is Full Member in the Category of Nations in Development. Society’s
subscription to the IUSS has to be sent for the current year.

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES
Most of the Chapters of the Society located at Annamalainagar, Akola, Allahabad, Anand, Bangalore,
Bapatla, Bhopal, Bichpuri (Agra), Bhubaneswar, Coimbatore, Cuttack, Dantiwada, Dapoli, Delhi, Dharwad,
Faizabad, Gwalior, Hisar, Hyderabad, Indore, Imphal, Jabalpur, Jammu, Jobner, Jodhpur, Jorhat, Kalyani,
Kanpur, Karnal, Killikulum, Kolkata, Kota, Lucknow, Ludhiana, Modipuram, Nagpur, Navasari, Palampur,
Pantnagar, Parbhani, Pusa (Bihar), Rahuri, Raipur, Ranchi, Sabour, Shillong, Shimoga, Srinagar, Sriniketan,
Trivandrum, Thrissur, Tirupati, Udaipur and Varanasi remained active in promoting the aims and objectives
of the Society by organizing conferences, meetings, seminars, group discussions, special lectures, etc. A
number of Chapters are bringing out Newsletters periodically and also the Annual Reports. Following an
encouraging response during the previous years, Chapters of ISSS were invited to display in the form of
posters their activities of the preceding one year. These posters remained on display on 19-21 November
2024 with one of the Chapter representatives available for discussion for a limited time fixed each day. The
Chapters participated in this programme were: Anand, Annamalainagar, Bhopal, Delhi and Rahuri. Poster
presentations were informative, interesting and well laid-out. Visitors appreciated the efforts of the Chap-
ters. Invitation to the Chapters has also been extended this year.
Memorial Lectures: Following chapters who were assigned the responsibility of organizing the different
lectures did/are doing a commendable job in organizing these lectures as is evident from the following
table.
Memorial lecture Organizing chapter Speaker Delivered on/

to be delivered
Dr. S.P. Raychaudhuri Sabour Dr. P. Santra 10-09-2025
Dr. D.P. Motiramani Rahuri Dr. K.M. Manjaiah 29-09-2025
Dr. B.V. Mehta Hisar Dr. D.R. Biswas 10-09-2025
Dr. N.S. Randhawa Dharwad Dr. A.K. Shukla 30-10-2025
Dr. R.S. Murthy Bhubaneswar Dr. Bhabani Shankar Dash Date yet to be finalized
Dr. R.R. Agarwal Jabalpur Dr. S.K. Patil 12-09-2025
Dr. T.D. Biswas Bengaluru Dr. Monoranjan Mohanty 13-10-2025
Dr. S.K. Mukherjee Ludhiana Dr. S.K. Chaudhari 12-09-2025
Dr. G.S. Sekhon Delhi Dr. A.K. Nayak Date yet to be finalized
Dr. N.P. Datta Bhopal Dr. Ch. Srinivasarao 01-10-2025
Dr. S.N. Saxena Anand Dr. R.N. Katkar 29-09-2025

ISSS Best Doctoral Research Presentation Award: During 2025 the first round of this contest was
organized in South Zone by Tirupati Chapter on 8 October 2025, West Zone by Parbhani Chapter on 10
October 2025 and North Zone by Varanasi Chapter on 10 October, 2025 and in the East Zone by Ranchi
Chapter on 7 October 2025.
Zonal Award Contests: The ISSS Zonal Award Contests were organized for the East, West, North and
South Zones at Ranchi, Parbhani, Varanasi and Tirupati Chapters, respectively.
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INDIAN SOCIETY OF SOIL SCIENCE

BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 2026-2027

RECEIPT AMOUNT (Rs) EXPENDITURE     AMOUNT (Rs)

Membership subscription 16,00,000 Publication of Journal 7,00,000
Journal subscription 5,00,000 Publication of miscellaneous 50,000
Sale of publications 8,00,000 Postal expenses 2,00,000
ICAR Grant 2,00,000 Establishment (Salary) 17,00,000
Interest & Dividends 8,00,000 Stationery 70,000
Revenue from Annual Convention 5,00,000 Audit Fee 35,000

Telephone, Mobile & Internet 70,000
Conveyance (Local Travelling) 30,000
Contingency (Staff welfare) 35,000
89th Annual Convention at Coimbatore 2,50,000
Awards & Fellowship
- Honorary Member 20,000
- Platinum Jubilee 20,000
- Fellowship 20,000
- 12th International Congress Com. Award 10,000
- Dr. J.S.P. Yadav Memorial Award 10,000
- Prof. Sant Singh Memorial Award 10,000
- Golden Jubilee Award 10,000
- Zonal/ISSS Best Doctoral Presentation Award 40,000
- Dr. S.P. Raychaudhuri Gold Medal 10,000
Dr. S.P. Raychaudhuri Memorial Lecture 10,000
Prof. J.N. Mukherjee-ISSS Foundation Lecture 10,000
Dr. R.V. Tamhane Memorial Lecture 10,000
Dr. D.P. Motiramani Memorial Lecture 10,000
Dr. B.V. Mehta Memorial Lecture 10,000
Dr. N.S. Randhawa Memorial Lecture 10,000
Dr. R.S. Murthy Memorial Lecture 10,000
Dr. R.R. Agarwal Memorial Lecture 10,000
Dr. T.D. Biswas Memorial Lecture 10,000
Prof. S.K. Mukherjee Memorial Lecture 10,000
Dr. G.S. Sekhon Memorial Lecture 10,000
Dr. N.P. Datta Memorial Lecture 10,000
Dr. S.N. Saxena Memorial Lecture 10,000
Dr. D.K. Das (IARI) Memorial Lecture 10,000
Dr. D.K. Das (BCKV) Memorial Lecture 10,000
TA to Office-Bearers 80,000
TA to Past-Presidents 80,000
Council Meetings including TA 5,00,000
Office Rent 75,000
23rd World Congress of Soil Science 2026 5,00,000
IUSS Membership 1,50,000

Total 44,00,000 Total 48,25,000


