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73rd ANNUAL  CONVENTION
(November 27-30, 2008)

Final Announcement

As per the First Announcement dated 30th June, 2008 the 73rd Annual Convention of the Indian Society of Soil
Science will be held at the the University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore, 560065 during November 27-30,
2008 (Thursday to Sunday)). The tentative programme is as follows:

November 27, 2008 (Thursday)
0800 - 0930 Registration
1000 - 1100 Inaugural Function
1100 - 1200 Tea
1200 - 1300 26th Prof. J.N. Mukherjee-ISSS Foundation Lecture  by Dr. K.N. Tiwari,

Director, IPNI India Programme, Gurgaon
Topic: Future of Plant Nutrition Research in India

1300 - 1400 Lunch
1400 - 1600 National Seminar on “Developments in Soil Science - 2008”

Concurrent sessions  - Oral and Poster sessions
1600 - 1630 Tea
1630 - 1800 National Seminar on “Developments in Soil Science - 2008” Continued
1900 Cultural Programme

November 28, 2008 (Friday)
0900 - 1000 35th   Dr. R.V. Tamhane Memorial Lecture  by Dr. Pratap Narain,

Vice Chancellor, Rajasthan Agricultural University, Bikaner
Topic: Dryland Management in Arid Ecosystems

1000-1030 Tea
1030-1300 Symposium on “Soil Quality for Human Health ”
1300-1400 Lunch
1400-1630 Symposium Contd.
1630-1700 Tea
1700-1900 73rd Annual General Body Meeting of the Indian Society of Soil Science

November 29, 2008 (Saturday)
0900-1130 ISSS Best Doctoral Research Presentation Award Contest  (Final Round)
1130-1200 Tea
1200-1330 National Seminar on “Developments in Soil Science - 2008”

Concurrent sessions  - Oral and Poster sessions
1330-1430 Lunch
1430-1600 National Seminar on “Developments in Soil Science - 2008”

Concurrent session  - Oral and Poster sessions
1600-1700 Tea
1700-1830 Concluding Session and Press Conference

November 30, 2008 (Sunday) Field Trip  (Optional)



NATIONAL SEMINAR
Oral Presentations: For oral presentation of papers a maximum of 15 minutes will be allowed. LCD

projector and overhead projector will be available in the hall (Please avoid slide projection). Participants
intending to use LCD projector are advised to contact in advance the person-in-charge of projection for copying
the files onto computer hard-disk in the hall where the paper is to be presented. Files in MS Word or Power
Point format are to be brought in a 3.5" floppy diskette or CD. Carrying a set of transparencies also is strongly
recommended.

Poster Presentations:  For mounting posters a minimum of one square meter per paper will be allotted.
Letter size of posters should be bold and large enough so that one can read the poster contents comfortably
from a distance of 2 metres.
Poster Presentation Tips
· Don’t crowd too much information into the presentation; concentrate on two or three main points. Highlight your

title, headings, and subheadings with colours or coloured lines. Make sure your poster information (text, figures,
tables, photos)  is clearly visible from a distance of 2m from the poster so it can be easily read from this distance.

· Format headings and subheadings should be at least 25% larger than the text copy in bold or semi bold.
· Keep your text in short, concise, legible statements; minimize complete sentences and paragraphs. Remember

that photos and graphs convey information more readily than text and tables.
· Text in upper and lower case letters is more readable than all capitals. Use Arial or Times New Roman font style.

Text type should be at least 1/4-inch (0.64 cm) tall and readable from a distance of 2m.

Registration Fee:  Registration fee of Rs 1200/- is to be paid in advance by each delegate to the Secretary, Indian
Society of Soil Science, Ist Floor , National Societies Block, National Agricultural Science Centre Complex,
Dev Prakash Shastri Marg, Pusa, New Delhi - 1 10012 either in cash/ money order or in the form of a bank draft
drawn in favour of “Indian Society of Soil Science” and payable on any bank in New Delhi so as to reach the ISSS
headquarters by November 15, 2008 . Subsequently the registration fee will be accepted only in cash at the venue of
Convention on 26th November, 2008 onwards. Outstation cheques will not be accepted . Registration fee once
paid shall neither be refunded nor transferred to any other purpose or person.

Accommodation Facility:  The accomodation will be arranged for some at guest houses near GKVK (100 nos.) and
for some delegates (150 nos), in and around Hebbal campus (6 kM from GKVK), and for others (150 nos) at couple
of hotels near majestic which is 2 km from the SBC. on payment basis with tariff not exceeding Rs. 250/- per
delegate per day. Accommodation for families will be arranged (only on request) in hotels with tariff not less than Rs.
1000 per day. Accommodation to the delegates as per the preference sought by them will be provided on first-come-
first-served basis.

Transport Facility:  The transport will be arranged from the three railway stations, i.e, Bangalore city (SBC), Banga-
lore Cantonment and Yeswantpur, if the tour programme is received well in advance.The distance from these railway
stations to the GKVK campus is 14, 12 and 12 kms, respectively. Transport is also arranged from the International
airport, Devanahally (20 km from GKVK). The delegates will be picked up everyday from their places of stay to the
venue of conventuion (GKVK) by 7AM and will be dropped top the places of stay by 9PM.

Climate: The minimum temperature will be around 15 °C and the maximum may be 30 °C in the month of
November. Delegates may carry light woolen clothes.

New Delhi  (R.K. Rattan)
Dated 23rd October, 2008  Secretary

Note: Dr. K. Sudhir  is the key person to be contacted for any information regarding registration, accommodation,
transport and all other local arrangements in Bangalore. His address is given below:

Dr K. Sudhir, Head, Department of Soil Science and Agricultural Chemistry, University of Agricultural
Sciences, GKVK, Bangalore, 560 065, Karnataka
Phones:  080-23330153, Extn.  293, 23201489, 65345589 (R); Fax:  080-23330277; Mobile:  09901515100
Email:  sudhirkundapur@rediffmail.com

Delegates may also contact:
Dr. V.R. Ramakrishna Parama,  Professor, Department of Soil Science and Agricultural Chemistry,
University of Agricultural Sciences, GKVK, Bangalore, 560 065, Karnataka; Mobile:  09341240246

Detailed programme will be made available at the time of Registration



73rd Annual General Body Meeting Notice

Date:  28 November, 2008 (Friday)     Time:   17:00 PM    Venue:  Auditorium, UAS, Bangalore

AGENDA

1. Confirmation of the proceedings of the 72nd Annual General Body Meeting held on 03-11-2007
at the BAU, Ranchi.

2. Presentation and adoption of the Annual Report of the Society for 2007-08.

3. Presentation and adoption of the audited statement of accounts for the year ended 31st March,
2008.

4. Presentation and adoption of the budget estimates for 2009-2010.

5. To consider and adopt, if approved with or without modification, the following amendments of
the Rules and Regulations of ISSS in the matter of institution of a memorial lecture and others.
The one new paragraph proposed for inclusion and one change in paragraph numbering are as
under:
"12.10. Prof. S.K. Mukherjee Memorial Lecture

12.10.1. This lecture instituted in 2008 out of a donation received from the Kolkata Chapter
of ISSS, will also be arranged by a Chapter of ISSS in the same manner as described for Dr.
S.P. Raychaudhuri Memorial Lecture above. To meet all the expenses a token amount as fixed
by the Council will be given by the ISSS to the Organizing Chapter."
To change the existing paragraph number  "12.10" as "12.11" in view of the insertion of the
above para.

6. Election of Office Bearers and Councillors in the Council of the Society to the offices falling
vacant for 2009 and 2010.

7. Any other matter with the permission of the Chair. (Members desirous of  raising any point
under this item are required to send the same in writing to the Secretary on or before 20th
November 2008)

8. Presidential address

9. Vote of thanks

New Delhi R.K. Rattan
Dated: 23rd October, 2008 Secretary



Indian Society of Soil science
National Societies Block, National Agricultural Science Centre Complex,

Dev Prakash Shastri Marg,  Pusa,  New Delhi -110012

Proceedings of the 72 nd  Annual General Body Meeting of the Indian Society of Soil Science (ISSS) held on 3 rd November ,
2007 at the RAC Auditorium of the Birsa Agricultural University , Ranchi,  Jharkhand

Dr J.C. Katyal, President ISSS, chaired the meeting attended by 153 members of the Society.  Dr. Katyal extended a formal
welcome to the Members.

Dr. R.K. Rattan, Secretary ISSS informed the Members of the sad demise of three of its Members viz. Dr. S.K. Mukherjee, Dr.
D.A. Shinde and Dr. S.K. Khatik since the 71st Annual General Body Meeting.  Members joined the President in paying their
tributes to the departed souls and observed two minutes silence in their memory.

House heartily congratulated Dr. J.S. Samra and Dr. A.K. Singh for their appointment and joining as the Chief Executive
Officer, National Rainfed Area Authority of the Government of India and Deputy Director General (Natural Resource Manage-
ment) of the ICAR, respectively.

Subsequently the agenda items as circulated earlier were taken up for consideration.

1. Confirmation of the proceedings of the 71st Annual General Body Meeting held on 1 1-11-2006 at the OUA T, Bhubaneswar

The Secretary, ISSS briefly highlighted the salient features of the proceedings of the 71st Annual General Body Meeting
already circulated among the members and the actions taken thereon. After a brief discussion, the proceedings were
confirmed without any modification.

2. Presentation and adoption of the Annual Report of the Society for 2006-07.

The Annual Report of the Society for the year 2006-2007, as approved by the Council in its meeting held on 29 September
2007 and circulated among the members, was presented by the Secretary of the ISSS. Annual Report was adopted without
any modification.

3. To consider and adopt, if approved with or without modification, the following amendment s of the Rules and Regula-
tions of ISSS.

(1) Amendment in the Article 3.5 and 3.5.1

Existing :  3.5. Donor Member

3.5.1. Any person or organization whose association with the ISSS is conducive to the interests of the ISSS and who pays
a lumpsum amount 500 times the annual subscription of a Member to the funds of the ISSS, may be admitted by the Council
as Donor member. A Donor Member shall receive, free of cost, a copy of the Journal of the ISSS from the year of admission.
A Donor Member or his/her representative may attend and take part in the deliberations of scientific meetings organized by
the ISSS, but shall not have right of voting and holding any office of the ISSS to

3.5. Donor and /or Corporate Member

3.5.1. Any person or organization whose association with the ISSS is conducive to the interests of the ISSS and who pays
a lumpsum amount 500 times the annual subscription of a Member to the funds of the ISSS may be admitted by the Council
as a Donor and /or a Corporate member. A Donor and /or Corporate Member shall receive, free of cost, a copy of the Journal
of the ISSS from the year of admission. A Donor and /or Corporate Member or his/her representative may attend and take part
in the deliberations of scientific meetings organized by the ISSS, but shall not have right of voting and holding any office of
the ISSS

(2) Amendment in the Article 5.4.1

Existing: “Before the end of June each year, the Secretary shall place before the Council a list of vacancies on the Council
for the next two years and also a list of members with voting right. Well in advance of the Annual General Body Meeting, the
Secretary shall notify each member with voting right, the list of vacancies on the Council and the list of members with voting
right, and shall invite nominations, in the prescribed proforma in favour of the members in the voters’ list for election to the
Council to fill the vacancies.” to

“Before the end of June each year, the Secretary shall place before the Council a list of vacancies on the Council for the
next two years. Well in advance of the Annual General Body Meeting, the Secretary shall notify each member with voting right,
the list of vacancies on the Council and the list of members with voting right, and shall invite nominations, in the prescribed
proforma in favour of the members in the voters’ list for election to the Council to fill the vacancies.”



(3) Amendment in the Article 1 1.7.1

Existing:  “Instituted out of a donation made by Mrs. Raychaudhuri in memory of her husband Dr. S.P. Raychaudhuri in
1993, one Gold Medal at a cost not exceeding Rs. 3000/- shall be awarded annually for best presentation of thesis by
students of Division of Soil Science and Agricultural Chemistry, Indian Agricultural Research Institute, New Delhi. This
programme shall be organized, as per the bye-laws, by the Delhi Chapter of the Indian Society of Soil Science in association
with the Division of Soil Science and Agricultural Chemistry (SSAC), Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI) and the Gold
Medal will be awarded in a joint function organized by the Delhi Chapter and the Chemistry Students’ Association of the
Division of SSAC, IARI, New Delhi.” to

“Instituted out of a donation made by Mrs. Raychaudhuri in memory of her husband Dr. S.P. Raychaudhuri in 1993, one
Gold Medal at a cost not exceeding Rs. 3000/- shall be awarded annually for the best doctoral thesis by students of
Discipline of Soil Science and Agricultural Chemistry, Indian Agricultural Research Institute, New Delhi. This programme
shall be organized, as per the bye-laws to be drawn by the Delhi Chapter of the Indian Society of Soil Science in association
with the Division of Soil Science and Agricultural Chemistry (SSAC), Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI) and the Gold
Medal will be awarded in a joint function organized by the Delhi Chapter and the Chemistry Students’ Association of the
Division of SSAC, IARI, New Delhi.”

The amendments to the articles 3.5, 3.5.1 and 5.4.1 were approved without any modification. In case of Article 11.7 modifi-
cations were proposed and after a brief discussion the article 11.7 in the following form was approved:

“Instituted out of a donation made by Mrs. Raychaudhuri in memory of her husband Dr. S.P. Raychaudhuri in 1993, one Gold
Medal at a cost not exceeding Rs. 3000/- shall be awarded annually for the best doctoral thesis by students of Discipline of
Soil Science and Agricultural Chemistry, Indian Agricultural Research Institute, New Delhi. This programme shall be orga-
nized, as per the mechanism evolved by the Delhi Chapter of the Indian Society of Soil Science in association with the
Division of Soil Science and Agricultural Chemistry (SSAC), Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI) and the Gold Medal
will be awarded in a joint function organized by the Delhi Chapter and the Chemistry Students’ Association of the Division of
SSAC, IARI, New Delhi.”

4. Approval of the Council recommendations for allotting Rs. 5 lakhs for furnishing / renovation and shifting of the
Society’ office to the NASC Complex.

After a brief discussion,  Annual General Body unanimously approved the  Council’s  recommendations for allotting Rs. 5
lakhs for furnishing / renovation and shifting of the Society’ office to the NASC Complex.

5. To consider and revise, if agreed to with or without modifications, the annual membership of ISSS with effect from
1st January 2008 as proposed hereunder:

Membership from the existing Rs. 270 to the proposed Rs. 400 per year

Student membership from the existing Rs. 205 to the proposed Rs. 300 per year

Secretary ISSS informed the Council that last hike made in the membership subscription was in AGB meeting at Jabalpur
in 2002 which became effective from January 2003. Since there had been cost escalation in all the items, it had become
necessary for revising the annual membership subscription rates. He requested the AGB to approve the recommendations
made by the Council to raise the Membership from the existing Rs. 270 to the proposed Rs. 400 per year and the Student
membership from the existing Rs. 205 to the proposed Rs. 300 per year. After intense deliberations, the following were the
subscription rates approved which will become effective from 1st  January 2008:

Members : Rs. 350/-; Student members Rs. 250/- As per the existing clause, life membership will get revised to Rs. 8750/
- in respect of those who are less than 45 years of age and Rs. 5250/- for the members of more than 45 years of age.

6. Presentation and adoption of the audited statement of accounts for the year ended 31st March, 2007.

The audited statement of accounts of the Society for the year ended on 31 March 2007 was presented by Dr. Biswas,
Treasurer ISSS. After a brief discussion the statement was adopted.

7. Presentation and adoption of the budget estimates for 2008-2009.

Dr. D.R. Biswas, presented the budget estimates for 2008-2009 which had been drawn and approved earlier by the Council.
Participating in discussion, Dr. S.S. Khanna inquired whether recommendation made by the Council to the AGB on enhanc-
ing the entitlement of the members of the Council from existing second class sleeper to AC three tier had been reflected
while drawing up the budgetary estimates. Dr. Rattan expressed apology to the AGB for slip which had occurred as the AGB
should have been apprised of the same before the formal presentation of the estimates. Treasurer replying to the main
question replied that the provision had been kept in the estimates. AGB approved the proposal. With this brief discussion,
the budget estimates were adopted by the house without any modifications.

8. Election of Office Bearers and Councillors in the Council of the Society to the offices falling vacant for 2008 and 2009.

The Secretary informed the house that following the procedure enshrined in the Rules and Regulations, Council in its
meeting held on 29 September 2008 had elected the following Office-bearers and recommended the same to the Annual
General Body Meeting:



Vice-President: Dr. J.P. Sharma

Assistant Secretary: Dr. K.M. Manjaiah

Treasurer: Dr. D.R. Biswas

The Secretary informed that postal ballots for electing 10 Councillors received in Ranchi were counted by a team led by Dr.
A.S. Sidhu. The ten Councillors elected for the years 2008 and 2009 were:

Dr. G. Bhupal Raj, Dr. B.S. Dwivedi, Dr. A.N. Ganeshamurthy, Dr. B.S. Ghuman, Dr. Baleshwar Mishra, Dr. Navneet Pareek,
Prof. Ravi Kumar, Dr. D. Damodar Reddy, Dr. Surendra Singh and Dr. Yadvendra Pratap Singh

9. Any other matter with the permission of the Chair . (Members desirous of raising any point under this item are
required to send the same in writing to the Secretary on or before 27th October 2007)

Secretary informed the AGB that two items had been received from the Members (Dr. R.J. Tiwari and Dr. B.R. Yadav) by
stipulated date of 27 October 2007. President permitted the members to raise their points.

Dr.  R.J. Tiwari from Gwalior suggested charging of the fee from the Office Bearers seeking election to the Council.
Suggestion was not accepted by the General Body.

Dr. B.R. Yadav was not present in person to raise the point. Dr. Rattan informed the house that Dr. Yadav had proposed  that
the candidates contesting the election of President, Vice-President, Secretary and Councillors, it should be mandatory to
have at least 10, 5, 5 and 2 papers respectively published in Society’s journal and statement (100 words) indicating
contribution towards society’s growth and progress. This also did not find acceptance in the AGB.

10. Presidential Address

Dr. Katyal delivered the presidential address. In his address, he mentioned that it has become more urgent than ever for the
Soil Scientists to change the ways of projecting, identifying and prioritizing research on natural resources management or
while strengthening education and training in Soil Science. He emphasized that we should not forget that the future of soil
science does not only depend upon new research data and facts but requires genuine motivation, enthusiasm and dedica-
tion for the subject matter. He exhorted the Soil Scientists to work towards optimum and efficient management of soil as part
of other natural resources and as participants in the interdisciplinary research and education programmes.

11. Vote of thanks

The meeting came to a close with a vote of thanks by Dr. S.K. Mahapatra, Joint Secretary, ISSS.

(R.K. Rattan)
Secretary, ISSS



Indian Society of Soil Science
Ist Floor , National Societies Block

National Agricultural Science Centre Complex
Dev Prakash Sastri Marg, Pusa, New Delhi -1 10 012

ANNUAL REPORT 2007-2008

This report includes the salient features of the different activities of the Society during October 2007 – October 2008 and is being
presented by the Council at the 72nd Annual General Body Meeting on 28 November 2008.

COUNCIL (OCTOBER–DECEMBER 2007)

President : Dr. J.C. Katyal; Vice-Presidents: Dr. P.D. Sharma and Dr. Anand Swarup; Secretary: Dr. R.K. Rattan; Joint-Secretary : Dr. S.K.
Mahapartra; Assistant Secretary: Dr. K.M. Manjaiah; Treasurer: Dr. D.R. Biswas

Members: Dr. J.S. Kanwar, Dr. D.R. Bhumbla, Dr. J.S.P. Yadav, Dr. G.S. Sekhon, Dr. S.S. Khanna, Dr. I.P. Abrol, Dr. N.N. Goswami, Dr. G. Dev,
Dr. D.K. Das, Dr. M. Velayutham, Dr. P.K. Chhonkar, Dr. G. Narayanasamy and Dr. J.S. Samra (Past Presidents and Ex-officio Members);

Dr. Bijay Singh, Dr. P. Murugesa Boopathy, Dr. B.R. Gupta, Dr. P.K. Gupta, Dr. Y. Muralidharudu, Dr. V.R. Ramakrishna Parama, Dr. K.P. Patel,
Dr. Dipankar Saha, Dr. S.K. Singh, Dr. A.K. Srivastava, and Dr. Hanuman Das Yadav

Dr. Dharam Singh Dabas, Dr. Madhumita Das, Dr. K.B. Dudde, Dr. R. Jeyakumar, Dr. Sushanta Kumar Pattanayak, Dr. K.P. Raverkar, Dr. Rama
Kant Singh, Dr. Yadvinder Singh, Dr. P.S. Sinsinwar, and Dr. K. Sudhir

Chief Editor: Dr. N.N. Goswami

COUNCIL (JANUARY–OCTOBER 2008)

President : Dr. J.C. Katyal; Vice-Presidents: Dr. Anand Swarup and Dr. J.P. Sharma; Secretary: Dr. R.K. Rattan; Joint-Secretary : Dr. S.K.
Mahapatra; Assistant Secretary: Dr. K.M. Manjaiah; Treasurer: Dr. D.R. Biswas

Members: Dr. J.S. Kanwar, Dr. D.R. Bhumbla, Dr. J.S.P. Yadav, Dr. G.S. Sekhon (Expired on 16-10-08), Dr. S.S. Khanna, Dr. I.P. Abrol, Dr. N.N.
Goswami, Dr. G. Dev, Dr. D.K. Das, Dr. M. Velayutham, Dr. P.K. Chhonkar, Dr. G. Narayanasamy and Dr. J.S. Samra (Past Presidents and Ex-
officio Members);

Dr. Dharam Singh Dabas, Dr. Madhumita Das, Dr. K.B. Dudde, Dr. R. Jeyakumar, Dr. Sushanta Kumar Pattanayak, Dr. K.P. Raverkar, Dr. Rama
Kant Singh, Dr. Yadvinder Singh, Dr. P.S. Sinsinwar, and Dr. K.. Sudhir, Dr. G. Bhupal Raj, Dr. B.S. Dwivedi, Dr. A.N. Ganeshamurthy, Dr. B.S.
Ghuman, Dr. Baleshwar Mishra, Dr. Navneet Pareek, Prof. Ravi Kumar, Dr. D. Damodar Reddy, Dr. Surendra Singh and Dr. Yadvendra Pratap
Singh

Chief Editor: Dr. N.N. Goswami

EDITORIAL BOARD (2008)

Chief Editor: Dr. N.N. Goswami

Editors: Dr. Tapan Adhya, Dr. Bijay Singh, Dr. K.S. Dadhwal, Dr. Madhumita Das, Dr. G.S. Dasog, Dr. S.P. Datta, Dr. Ravinder Kaur, Dr. K.P. Patel,
Dr. V.K. Phogat, Dr. T.R. Rupa, Dr. S.K. Sanyal, Dr. J.P. Sharma, Dr. K.L. Sharma, Dr. J.P. Singh, Dr. Muneswar Singh, Dr. J.C. Tarafdar; Dr. R.K.
Rattan (Ex-officio) and Dr. S.K. Mahapatra (Ex-officio)

International Consulting Editors: Dr. J.D. Beaton, Dr. K. Harmsen, Dr. Rattan Lal and Dr. Paul L.G. Vlek

MEMBERSHIP AND SUBSCRIBERS

The membership position at close of the year 2007 was as follows :

Honorary Members 12; Life Members 690; Members 1299; Student Members 226; Donor Members 14; and the total being 2241.

As on 20th October 2008 the position is:

Honorary Members 13; Life Members 692; Members 1148; Student Members 235; Donor Members 14; and the total being 2102.

Subscription for the Journal

During 2007: Indian 173; Foreign 2 and Complimentaries 10; total = 185

As on 20th October 2008: Indian 107; Foreign 2 and Complimentaries 10; total = 119

SEVENTY-SECOND ANNUAL CONVENTION

The Indian Society of Soil Science (ISSS) held its 72nd Annual Convention in the Birsa Agricultural University, Ranchi during November 2-5,
2007. A brief report on the Convention is presented hereunder.

Inaugural Session: The inaugural session was held on November 2, 2007 at the Auditorium of the Ranchi College of Agriculture, Birsa
Agricultural University (BAU), Ranchi. Presiding over the function, Dr. J.C. Katyal, President, ISSS, extended a warm welcome to the Chief
Guest, His Excellency Shri Syed Sibtey Razi, Honorable Governor of Jharkhand, Guests of Honour Mrs. Chand Farhana, First Lady of
Jharkhand, Dr. N.N. Singh, Vice Chancellor, BAU, Ranchi, and the other distinguished dignitaries and guests, including the 250 plus delegates
present in the session. He highlighted the glorious past of the Society and the significant contributions of Soil Scientists in developing
technologies for protecting this valuable natural resource, increasing its productivity and quality of the agriculture produce through
consistent research. He emphasized on the need for research addressing a system-wide perspective providing holistic soil management
solutions. Dr. N.N. Singh, Vice Chancellor, BAU and Guest of Honour briefly dwelt on agricultural progress made in the state of Jharkhand
through the adoption of technological innovations made at the BAU. The Chief Guest His Excellency, Shri Syed Sibte Razi, Honorable



Governor of Jharkhand presented the Fellowship and various Awards of the ISSS for 2007. In his inaugural address, Shri Razi emphasized
on the role of Soil Scientists in managing most valuable soil and water natural resources He exhorted the Soil Scientists to think and plan their
research strategies for doubling the food production by 2015 without hampering or degrading the basic life support systems viz. soil, water,
biodiversity and forests. Inaugural function formally came to a close with a vote of thanks by Dr. A.K. Sarkar, Organizing Secretary, 72nd

Annual Convention and Dean, Faculty of Agriculture, BAU, Ranchi.

Special Lectures: During this Convention three special lectures were organized. The 25th Prof. J.N. Mukherjee - ISSS Foundation Lecture
was delivered by Dr. Kunal Ghosh, Kolkata on the topic “Professor J.N. Mukherjee – Science, Nationalism and Beyond” on 2nd November,
2007. On the same day the 34th Dr. R.V. Tamhane Memorial Lecture was delivered by Dr. D.L.N. Rao, IISS, Bhopal on the topic “Microbial
Diversity, Soil Health and Sustainability”. First Dr. T.D. Biswas Memorial Lecture was delivered by Dr. J.S.P. Yadav, Former Chairman, ASRB,
New Delhi on 3rd November, 2007, auspicous occasion of birthday of Dr. Biswas, on the topic “Soil Productivity Enhancement : Prospects
and Problems”.

National Symposium on Soil and W ater Management for Agricultural T ransformation in Eastern India

One full day National Symposium on “Soil and Water Management for Agricultural Transformation in Eastern India” was held on 3rd

November, 2007 with Dr. N.N. Singh, Vice Chancellor, BAU in the Chair; he was assisted by Dr. J.C. Katyal, President ISSS and Vice
Chancellor, CCS Haryana Agricultural University, Hisar as Co-Chairman and Dr. A.K. Sahoo, Senior Scientist, NBSS&LUP Regional Centre,
Kolkata as the Rapporteur. Six structural presentations were made. Speakers included Dr. Ravender Singh, Principal Scientist, Water
Technology Centre for Eastern Region, Bhubaneswar; Dr. R.K. Singh, Principal Scientist, Central Upland Rice Research Station, Hazaribagh;
Dr. Pradip Dey, Senior Scientist, Horticulture and Agroforestry Research Programme, Ranchi; Dr. A.K. Sarkar, Dean, Faculty of Agriculture,
Birsa Agricultural University, Ranchi; Dr. S.K. Pattanayak, Associate Professor, OUAT, Bhubaneswar; and Dr. A.K. Singh, DDG (NRM), ICAR,
New Delhi. These presentations were followed by the open-house discussion. Action plan was developed for the management of natural
resources in the eastern region for distribution to the different state and central agencies. Symposium came to a close with a vote of thanks
to the Chair, Co-Chair, Rapporteur, speakers and all the participants.

National Seminar: A National Seminar on ‘Developments in Soil Science - 2007’ was organized, in which a total of 44 papers in oral and 176
papers in poster sessions were presented on 2nd afternoon and 4th November 2007 forenoon. Out of the poster presentations spread over
two sessions, three were selected for the Best Poster Presentation aAward.

ISSS Best Doctoral Research W ork Present ation Award Contest : Contest was organized on November 4, 2007, Dr. Abhishek
Chakraborty, IARI New Delhi was awarded the ISSS Best Doctoral Research Presentation Award for the year 2007, while the other
contestants, namely, Dr. K.C. Patel, Anand; and Dr. Annie Koruth, Thekkekkara were given Commendation Certificates.

Concluding Session: The concluding session was held on 4th November, 2007 with Dr. N.N. Goswami, Chief Editor, Honorary
Member and Past President of the ISSS in the chair. He was assisted by Dr. R.K. Rattan as the convenor. In-depth review of all the
special and technical sessions including the National Symposium was made. Efforts made by the Members of the Ranchi Chapter
under the stewardship of Dr. N.N. Singh, VC, BAU in making the Convention a memorable and grand success were highly
appreciated in the form of giving standing ovation. At the end of the concluding session, the Annual Convention was declared
formally closed by Dr. Goswami.

BUSINESS MEETINGS

Annual General Body Meeting: The 72nd Annual General Body Meeting of ISSS was held on 3rd November, 2007. Dr. J.C. Katyal,
President of the ISSS conducted the meeting, which was attended by 153 members of the Society. The business of the meeting as
per the listed agenda, was transacted. Dr. Katyal delivered the presidential address. In his address, he mentioned that it has
become more urgent than ever before for the Soil Scientists to change the ways of projecting, identifying and prioritizing research
on natural resources management or while strengthening education and training in Soil Science. He emphasized that we should not
forget that the future of Soil Science does not only depend upon new research data and facts but requires genuine motivation,
enthusiasm and dedication for the subject matter. He exhorted the Soil Scientists to work towards optimum and efficient manage-
ment of soil as part of other natural resources and as participants in the interdisciplinary research and education programmes. The
meeting came to a close with a vote of thanks by Dr. S.K. Mahapatra, Joint Secretary, ISSS.

Council Meetings

The Council met three times in 2008, on 16th February, 28th June, and 21st October, 2008 to transact the business of the Society. All the
meetings were chaired by Dr. J.C. Katyal, President. Members of the Council attended these meetings in large numbers and contributed
substantially to the proceedings of these meetings.

SHIFTING OF THE OFFICE

It is heartening that the office of the Society developed at the NASC Complex, New Delhi has started functioning w.e.f. 23 April 2008.

FINANCE

The financial position of the Society continues to be satisfactory. The Society was given Rs. 1,20,000/- as grant-in-aid by ICAR during 2007-
2008 for the publication of the Journal of the Society. Ranchi Chapter of the ISSS deposited 20% share of the Registration Fee collected at
the 72nd Annual Convention to the ISSS Headquarters. The audited statement of accounts for the year ended 31st March, 2008 and the
budget estimates for the year 2009-2010 drawn by the Council are being placed for approval at the 73rd Annual General Body Meeting.

PUBLICATIONS

Journal: The third and fourth issues (September & December 2007) of the Journal of the Indian Society of Soil Science, Vol. 55 were brought
out. Volume 55 for the year 2007 covered 528 pages. So far March and June 2008 issues of the Journal (Vol. 56 for 2008) have been
brought out and these run into 236 pages. Issues 3 and 4 (September and December 2008) are under various stages of compilation and
printing.

Newsletters: Two Newsletters of the Indian Society of Soil Science, September 2007 and March 2008, consisting of 4 and 6 pages,
respectively, were issued.



Bulletins: Proceedings of the Symposium on Soil and Water Management for Agricultural Transformation in Eastern India held during 72nd

Annual Convention at Ranchi are under print.

EDITORIAL BOARD REPORT

With an ultimate objective of taking both short as well as long-term measures for improving the visibility of its Journal and enhancing the
quality of the papers published in the JISSS, Council of the ISSS has appointed four International Consulting Editors on the Editorial Board.
Editorial Board continued a comprehensive analysis of publications in the JISSS vis-a-vis leading journals in the world. For enhancing the
visibility, with effect from March 2008 onwards, in each issue of the JISSS one invited article has started appearing from outstanding Soil
Scientists. March 2008 issue had an article from Dr. Paul L.G. Vlek, Germany and June 2008 had from Rattan Lal from USA. September 2008
will have an article from Dr. Brian Wienhold from USA. With an ultimate objective of adopting the process for on-line publication of the Journal,
immediately the email submission of the manuscripts is being encouraged.

LINKS WITH THE INTERNATIONAL UNION OF SOIL SCIENCES

The Indian Society of Soil Science is Full Member in the Category of Nations in Development. Society’s subscription to the IUSS is being sent
for the current year. The ISSS remained in active touch with the IUSS. Dr. M.S. Aulakh and Dr. Bijay Singh have been elected as Chair of the
Soil and Environment and Vice Chair of the Soil Fertility Commissions, respectively. It is a matter of pride for the ISSS that Dr. J.S.P. Yadav,
Former President ISSS has been elected as the Honorary Member of the IUSS.

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

Most of the 40 Chapters of the Society located at Akola, Allahabad, Anand, Bangalore, Bapatla, Bhopal, Bichpuri (Agra), Bhubaneswar,
Coimbatore, Dantiwada, Dapoli, Delhi, Dharwad, Gwalior, Hisar, Hyderabad, Indore, Jabalpur, Jobner, Jodhpur, Jorhat, Kalyani, Kanpur,
Karnal, Kolkata, Kota, Lucknow, Ludhiana, Modipuram, Nagpur, Palampur, Pantnagar, Parbhani, Pusa (Bihar), Rahuri, Ranchi, Sabour,
Thrissur, Udaipur and Varanasi remained active in promoting the aims and objectives of the Society by organizing conferences, meetings,
seminars, group discussions, special lectures, etc. A number of Chapters are bringing out Newsletters periodically and also the Annual
Reports. Following an encouraging response during the previous years, Chapters of ISSS were invited to display in the form of posters their
activities of the preceding one year. These posters remained on display on November 2-4, 2007 with one of the Chapter representatives
available for discussion for a limited time fixed each day. The Chapters participating in this programme were: Bhopal, Delhi, Gwalior, Hisar
and Ludhiana. Poster presentations were informative, interesting and well laid-out. Visitors appreciated the effort of the Chapters. Invitation
to the Chapters has also been extended this year.

Memorial Lectures: Following chapters who were assigned the responsibility of organizing the different lectures are doing a commendable
job in organizing these lectures as is evident from the following table.

Memorial lecture Organizing chapter Lecture date Speaker

Dr. SP Raychaudhuri Palampur Yet to be finalized Dr. A.K.. Singh
Dr. DP Motiramani Gwalior 13-09-2008 Dr. S.S. Tomar
Dr. BV Mehta Dharwad Yet to be finalized Dr. K.P.R. Vittal
Dr. NS Randhawa Kalyani 01-10-2008 Dr. D.K.. Pal
Dr. RS Murthy Udaipur Yet to be finalized Dr. J.C. Tarafdar
Dr. RR Agarwal Karnal Yet to be finalized Dr. P.D. Sharma
Dr. T.D. Biswas Delhi 25-10-2008 Dr. C.L. Acharya

ISSS Best Doctoral Research Presentation Award:  During 2008 the first round of this contest was organized in the North Zone by
Pantnagar Chapter on October 11, 2008, South Zone by Coimbatore Chapter on October 1, 2008, East Zone by Ranchi Chapter on
September 27, 2008; and in West Zone by Jobner Chapter on October 3, 2008.

Zonal Award Contest s:  The ISSS Zonal Award Contests were organized for the North, South, East and West Zones by Pantnagar,
Coimbatore, Ranchi and Jobner Chapters, respectively.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Sincere thanks are placed on record to the Indian Council of Agricultural Research for the grant of financial support of Rs
1,20,000/- for the publication of Journal of the Society. Help and support extended by the Ranchi Chapter of ISSS and the Birsa Agricultural
University, Ranchi in general, and Dr. N.N. Singh, Vice Chancellor, BAU in particular in organizing the 72nd Annual Convention of ISSS are
gratefully acknowledged. The assistance of various kinds received for the smooth and effective functioning of the Society from its members
and a large number of institutes, organizations, associations and individuals are gratefully acknowledged.







INDIAN SOCIETY OF SOIL SCIENCE

BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 2009-2010

RECEIPT AMOUNT (Rs) EXPENDITURE     AMOUNT (Rs)

Membership subscription 5,00,000 Publication of Journal/ NL 4,00,000
Journal subscription 2,50,000 Publication of miscellaneous 25,000
Sale of publications 75,000 Postal expenses 2,50,000
ICAR Grant 120,000 Establishment 2,25,000
Interest & Dividends 3,50,000 Stationery 40,000
Printing page charges & reprints 40,000 Audit Fee 40,000
Revenue from Annual Convention90,000 Telephone, Fax & Internet 40,000

Conveyance (Local) 6,000
Contingency 5,000
Annual Convention 90,000
Awards & Fellowship 35,000
Dr. SP Raychaudhuri Memorial Lecture 3,000
Dr. SP Raychaudhuri Gold Medal 4,000
Prof. JN Mukherjee-ISSS Foundation Lecture 3,000
Dr. RV Tamhane Memorial Lecture 3,000
Dr. DP Motiramani Memorial Lecture 3,000
Dr. BV Mehta Memorial Lecture 3,000
Dr. NS Randhawa Memorial Lecture 3,000
Dr. RS Murthy Memorial Lecture 3,000
Dr. RR Agarwal Memorial Lecture 3,000
Dr. T.D. Biswas Memorial Lecture 3,000
TA to Office-Bearers 20,000
TA to Past-Presidents 25,000
Publication of Bulletin 25,000
Publication of Abstracts-2008 in CD 10,000
Council Meetings including TA 90,000
Office Rental & Maintenance 75,000
IUSS Membership 1,00,000
Franking Machine 2,00,000

Total 14,25,000 Total 17,32,000


